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the ultimate and undeniable decline of the immediate in-
fluence of family and race there goes a process of opposite
nature, which consists in the formation of a broader national
character, and in the final development of a character typical
of humanity at large. Here, in the absence of all disturbing
influences arising from conflicts between individuals and
between nations, we finally reach the expression of those
tendencies of will which have permanent value for humanity
as such, apart from the special conditions of time and space.

4. CONSCIENCE.

(a) The Various Conceptions of Conscience.

Freedom, in the sense of the determination of will by the
inner forces of character, is the source of those distinguishing
features which make our self-judgments so different from the
judgments we pass on matters independent of ourselves.
Self-judgment is based on a law essentially voluntary in
character, whose content we can vary not only in thought,
but in reality. And for this reason it is directed not only
towards the outward effects of our actions, but also and
chiefly towards their causes, the motives that determine them
and the character that displays susceptibility to those motives.
But the psychological process whose logical outcome is self-
judgment is not originally a process of judgment. Before it
has developed into such a process, it occurs in the form of
ideas, endowed with a strong affective tone, which are imme-
diately associated with the emotions of approbation and dis-
approbation. When these emotions conflict, we may have
tendencies to opposite self-judgments simultaneously present*
All these states of mind, so far as they find self-conscious ex-
pression in a judgment made by the agent on his own motives
and character, are included under the term conscience.